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Why Debate? 

Participating in formal debate teaches students how to develop important social skills that will carry 

over into high school, college, and life in general. Debate is designed to encourage students to speak out 

in an informed way.  Many noted public figures are former high school or college debaters. 

How It Works 

◦ Humorous Interpretation (1) 

Using a play, short story, or other published work, students perform a selection of one or more 
portions of a piece up to ten minutes in length. Humorous Interpretation is designed to test a 
student’s comedic skills through script analysis, delivery, timing, and character development. 
Competitors may portray one or multiple characters. No props or costumes may be used. 
Performances can also include an introduction written by the student to contextualize the 
performance and state the title and the author. 
 

◦ Dramatic Interpretation (1) 

Using a play, short story, or other published work, students perform a selection of one or more 
portions of a piece up to ten minutes in length. With a spotlight on character development and 
depth, this event focuses on the student’s ability to convey emotion through the use of a dramatic 
text. Competitors may portray one or multiple characters. No props or costumes may be used. 
Performances can also include an introduction written by the student to contextualize the 
performance, and state the title and the author. 
 

◦ Duo Interpretation (2) 

Two competitors team up to deliver a ten-minute performance of a published play or story. Using 
off-stage focus, competitors convey emotion and environment through a variety of performance 
techniques focusing on the relationships and interactions between the characters. No props or 
costumes are used. Performances can also include an introduction written by the students to 
contextualize the performance and state the title and the author. 
 

◦ Extemporaneous Speaking (1) – Think serious natured improvisation 

Middle School Extemp combines international and domestic issues (as opposed to two separate 

events like high school). Students are presented with a choice of three questions related to national 

and international current events. The student has 30 minutes to prepare a seven-minute speech 

answering the selected question. Students may consult articles and evidence they gather prior to 

the contest, but may not use the Internet during preparation. Topics for this year have not yet been 

announced.

o Original Oratory (1)  
 

Students deliver a self-written, ten-minute speech on a topic of their choosing. Limited in their 

ability to quote words directly, competitors craft an argument using evidence, logic, and emotional 

appeals. Topics range widely and can be informative or persuasive in nature. The speech is delivered 

from memory. 
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◦ Public Forum Debate (2) 

Public Forum involves opposing teams of two, debating a topic concerning a current event. 

Proceeding a coin toss, the winners choose which side to debate (PRO or CON) or which speaker 

position they prefer (1st or 2nd), and the other team receives the remaining option. Students 

present cases, engage in rebuttal and refutation, and also participate in a “crossfire” (similar to a 

cross examination) with the opportunity to question the opposing team. Often times community 

members are recruited to judge this event. The resolution (topic) for regionals has not yet been 

announced. 

Who Should Join 

Anyone who wants to build their research, active listening, and public speaking skills as well as their 

confidence! Because we must focus our attention during club meetings, we will practice public forum 

debate only. If you wish to compete in another category, it will primarily be an individual endeavor 

requiring intrinsic motivation and student responsibility. You must arrange, in advance, to meet with 

Ms. Z independently if you are seeking feedback for other entries. 

Membership & Commitment 

Please read the following details and complete the form below to join debate club.  

Tournaments 

Our school must have entries for 6 events to complete as a school; otherwise, students may enter 

individually. Students are limited to entering one event. The school must provide two volunteer judges, 

or they must forfeit. This is very important! Transportation and adult supervision are the responsibility 

of the parent.  

Regionals: TBD 

State: TBD 

 

Debate Practice Commitment Form 

https://forms.office.com/r/bTGcY5Yc3z 

 

____________________________________________________________          ____________________________ 

Student Signature       Date 

_____________________________________________________________      ____________________________ 

Parent Signature        Date 

https://forms.office.com/r/bTGcY5Yc3z

